
How Long Do Families Receive Child
Care Subsidies?

 Child care subsidies are provided to low-income families to pay for part or all of their child care arrangements.   Measuring the
length of receipt helps policymakers understand how these programs assist families and how they can be   improved.   Program
data   reveal that many participating families initially received subsidies for less than a year, but often returned to the subsidy
programs after a period of non-participation.   In these charts, initial spells of participation are defined as the number of
continuous months that families received subsidies before exiting for at least two months.
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Cumulatively
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child care
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Number of Consecutive Months Families Initially Received Child Care Subsidies During
their First Spell 
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three-year period. 
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38% of families
received 

 subsidies for
more than one

year during
their first 

 spell of
participation. 

 

Click here for more information on  child care subsidy duration and caseload dynamics.
 

(FY 2012)
 

(Data displayed in this infographic is from ACF-801 Child Care Subsidy Administrative Records Data Base)
 

https://aspe.hhs.gov/pdf-report/child-care-subsidy-duration-and-caseload-dynamics-multi-state-examination-2004-2014

